
15 Skill sheet 15Word equations

Word equations are used to show chem ical reactions.

You start w ith … You end up w ith …

methane ++ oxygen → carbon dioxide ++ water

The substances you start The substances you end up
w ith are put on the left. w ith are put on the right.

A plus sign is put between Again, a plus sign is put
the substances. between the substances.

These substances are These substances are
called reactants. called products.

Some common reactions
● Burning magnesium:

magnesium ++ oxygen → magnesium oxide

● Photosynthesis:
carbon dioxide ++ water → glucose ++ oxygen

● Respiration:
glucose ++ oxygen → carbon dioxide ++ water

● Neutralising acid:
hydrochloric acid + sodium hydroxide → sodium chloride ++ water

● D isplacing copper:
copper sulphate + zinc → zinc sulphate ++ copper

The arrow
shows the
chem ical
reaction

happening.

Skill sheets 1-22.qxd  25-Nov-03  9:02 AM  Page 7

© Harcourt Education Ltd 2004 Catalyst 3
This worksheet may have been altered from the original on the CD-ROM.

Sheet 1 of 1


